
Pastor David Lakeôs Office Hours: Varied (9-12 a.m. T-F) 

Church Office Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.   

Please join us for Sunday Services: 8:30 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.  

F.I.S.H. Club 9:30 a.m. ð Children plus Adult Ed Classes 
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ñLet the words of my mouth and the      
meditation of my heart be acceptable in thy 
sight, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.ò 

Psalm 19:14 
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Hello Church! 

The beautiful season of fall is upon us.  I cannot wait to see all the beautiful colors Almighty 

God has planned for us.  How did your garden grow this year?  Some items have been harvested 

and others are yet to be harvested.  As we have been walking around town while on vacation, the 

town has been beautifully decorated for fall festivals...there are mums about to bloom, corn stalks 

with beautiful ears of corn and a wonderful display of gourds and pumpkins.  The different sizes, 

colors and shapes of pumpkins is fascinating to me...just like us. 

  I came across this little story the other day: 

A lady who was recently baptized was asked by a coworker what it was like to be a Christian.  

She replied, "It's like being a pumpkin: God picks you from the patch, brings you in, and washes all 

the dirt off that you may have gotten from the other pumpkins.  Then He cuts the top off and scoops 

out all the yucky stuff.  He removes the seeds of doubt, hate, greed, etc.  Then He carves you a 

new smiling face and puts His light inside of you to shine for all the world to see." 

Looking into Matthewôs gospel (5:14-16) we read these words: ñYou are the light of the world.  

A city built on a hill cannot be hid.  No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but 

on the lamp stand, and it gives light to all in the house.  In the same way, let your light shine before 

others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.ò 

As Christôs disciples, as servants of the world, how is your light shining in the world?  What 

do people see and hear you doing in your daily ordinary lives?  Is the light being hidden by what you 

do and say?  Or is the light of Christ shining through?   

 May Godôs richest blessings be upon us all! 

 Peace, 

 Pastor David 



Prayer Team                                                                                                  
There will routinely be a prayer team at the overflow area  following the 10:45  
service.    Anyone who would like to be prayed for immediately following the 
service is encouraged to see one of the members of the prayer team.  

Mission is most impactful when: 

1. We know Godðour Masterðdeeply. 

2. We make sacrifices for the sake of others. 

3. It is done through a community of people. 

The Prayer Focus for October  will continue to be the children who will 
receive  our packed boxes for Operation Christmas Child. Please pray 
that this ministry will continue to have a dramatic impact on children 
around the world by sharing the love of God. Please also pray for the 
ñhands and feetò that  prepare and deliver these boxes around the 
world. 

Volunteers Needed: 

The Cherry Door, an extension 
of the Washington Health Sys-
tem Greene   Auxiliary is in need 
of volunteers .  Please call 724-
627-6291 if you are interested in 

helping. 

Volunteers Needed: 

Meals on Wheels is in desper-
ate need of volunteers! 

                                                                                                       
Also, Community Action       

Southwest is looking for  Ombuds-
man volunteers. Call: 724-852-
2893 or  877-814-0788 

Fall Study: Get Their Name 

How do you meet and develop a relationship with the          
unchurched?  How do we become a welcoming individual   
and congregation?  Come explore and get answers to these    
questions in a 10 week study of the book  Get Their Name. 
The first class will be on Tues., Oct. 10th at 7 p.m.             

If you are interested, sign-up on the tables in the back of the 
sanctuary or call the church office at 724-627-5951. 



  
Youth  Schedule for July and August 

 

Oct. 6 ï   5th Quarter Party at West sides sponsored by Sheetz. 

Oct. 8 ï Cook out at the Evanoffôs from 5-7 p.m.  Invite a friend!   

Oct.. 15 --  Trip to Cooperôs Rocks.  Meet at the church at 12:30 p.m. and return 5:30-6 p.m. 

Oct. 20 ï 5th Quarter Party at West sides sponsored by Don Patron. 

Oct. 22 ï Youth Group from 5-7 p.m. with dinner, games, and a lesson.  Bring a friend!       

 Oct. 29  ï Youth Group from 5-7 p.m. with dinner, games, and a lesson.  Bring a friend!       

Nov. 3-5 ï Pittsburgh Project Weekend Retreat 

Ongoing events throughout the fall:  

Every Monday: Drop-Inôs at West Sides in West Waynesburg from 6:30-9 pm. This is a laid back 
time to hang out, play games, eat food, and hear a great message 

 

5
th
 Quarter Parties: On Fridayôs after the high school football home games, all students are invit-

ed to hang out at the West Sides building for food and games.  

* *All guys are encouraged to come to a Young Menôs Bible study held on Thursdayôs at 
Alexôs house for Bible discussions and food. We will be going through the book of John. 

*This schedule is subject to change. Please donôt hesitate to contact Alex if you have any 
questions!  

 Cell Phone: (724) 504-7699 Office Phone: (724) 627-6055 
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Applying Bible Principles 

 Although we realize that we are only here on this earth for a relatively short time, 
most of us avoid thinking about the inevitable. Somehow, it is as though we think weôll 
live forever. Well, in a sense, thatôs true ð we will live forever, only not here. The chap-
ters of our memory book of life which we write each day are but a prelude to our life in 
eternity. 

Itôs important, therefore, to consider how this impacts our use of the funds and posses-
sions which God has given to us. As we have seen repeatedly, God owns everything. 
He has never relinquished His title deed to the world. We are stewards who are respon-
sible to use His resources wisely. And part of that usage includes giving to the Lordôs 
work, particularly here at First United Methodist Church.  

Some Christians are saving all that they can for the eventual ñrainy day,ò to the exclu-
sion of giving to God as they should or as God has prospered them. The only problem is 
that for many of them, their ñrainy dayò never comes because their life ends much soon-
er than they anticipated. Then the words of an anonymous poet thunder across time and 
eternity: 

Not, how did he die? 

But, how did he live? 

Not, what did he gain? 

But, what did he give? 

These are the merits 

To measure the worth 

Of a man as man, 

Regardless of birth. 

Itôs true that we cannot ñtake it with us.ò Itôs also true that once we stand on the thresh-
old of eternity, our giving will be over. Doesnôt it stand to reason, therefore, that giving 
here and now should be a priority in our lives? Or as someone said, ñYou canôt take your 
money with you, but you can send it on ahead.ò  

Itôs not what youôd do with a million 

Should riches ever be your lot; 

But what are you doing at present 

 With the dollar and quarter youôve got? 

 

In evaluating our giving, we should plan for a short life. 

 

ñSo teach us to number our days  

that we may get a heart of wisdomò (Psalm 90:12). 



            Caf® Begins Fall Cooking 
 
 After a summer of sandwiches and salads, we have begun to cook light 
meals again using leftover chicken from our church picnic for chicken noodle 
soup, meatloaf and green beans donated by the University, vegetable soup, meat-
ball sandwiches and the like.   We have had stuffed cabbages, brats with onions 
and green peppers leftover from a family vacation.  A recent funeral dinner provid-
ed us with cookies and rolls to supplement a meal.  All this helps defray the cost of 
running the caf®.                                                                                          
 Our numbers dropped dramatically since September 6, but that is mostly 
due to food stamps and checks arriving for patrons.  One evening our neighbors 
from the drop in center came after an afternoon of fishing and several fellows from 
the care home down the street joined us for dinner with their aid.  Now that we 
have stopped to-goôs except with a Dr.ôs slip, we have enough food for seconds 
for the people that actually come.  One young man said, ñWow!  Thatôs a first!ò We 
explained that if we arenôt sending so many bags out the door, there is more to 
share.  We are still tweeking the numbers until we figure out how many patrons 
are coming at certain times of the month.                                                        
 A Communication major from WU has started volunteering on Mondays to 
earn his volunteer hours for credits.  Apparently, the caf® is listed on a University 
web site for volunteer possibilities.  Our Community Service Volunteers continue 
to work at the caf® to help pay for their infractions of the law.  Some are more de-
pendable than others, but we try not to count on them.  Our regular church volun-
teers we do depend on unless we are over staffed from time to time.  Occasional-
ly, we help a couple young ladies who come early with homework.     
                                                                                        
 God is good and still continues to bless the caf® with relationship building.  
Folks are coming that we have met through Mission House, that just know others 
who come and that accidentally find us.        
 Keep us all in your thoughts and prayers looking for ways to direct your gifts 
and energy toward helping the caf®. Thatôs what keeps us going.     

Janice Gottschalk, Coordinator                                        



Upcoming Meetings 

SPRCðWed., Oct. 4 at 6 p.m. in the Parish House                               
Church CouncilðSun., Oct. 8 after the 10:45 worship service in the     
     Social Hall                          
Nominations & Lay LeadershipðWed., Oct. 11 at 7 p.m. in the Parish 
       House 

 The Vietnam Traveling Memorial Wall  is coming to the 
Greene County Fairgrounds from Sept. 28ï Oct. 2, 2017.   It will be 
open to the public 24 hours ðfree.  The VFW is asking anyone who 
would like to become a patron/sponsor to send their donations to 
VFW/ Vietnam Traveling Wall, 445 E. Lincoln St., Waynesburg, 
15370.  Please  make checks payable to: VFW/Vietnam Traveling 

Wall. There are forms in the back of the church. 

. Rada Products for Sale 

   Frances Crawford has Rada tomato knives and paring 
  knives on hand for sale (both black and stainless  steel  

        handles.)  The tomato knives are $5.25 and the paring 
        knives are $4.75. See Frances if you wish to purchase 
      any.  We all need a sharp knife for cutting tomatoes. 

 Rada products are always available with a catalog and order forms in the 
church office and through Frances Crawford. 

"Prayer for a Brighter Greeneò will continue on the third Tuesday      
of every month at 5 p.m. at the Greene County Fairgrounds     
(Building #9).   Next meetingðTues., October 17th, 2017!                                        

    The Nominations & Lay Leadership Team is meeting over the next 
few weeks to fill open work areas within the church.  These open work 
areas are: Church Council Member at Large, Trustees, Finance, Staff 
Parish Relations Committee, and Nominations & Lay Leadership 
Committee.    

    If you are interested in being considered for one of these openings, 
please sign your name and work area on the sheet on the table in the 
back of the sanctuary.  You may also go to  http://www.umc.org/what-
we-believe/spiritual-gifts-online-assessment  for a Spiritual Gift Inven-
tory to see where your gifts match the churchôs needs. 

On behalf of the Nominations & Lay Leadership TeamðThank You! 



Church  
Picnic  

September 10, 

2017 


